
 

 

   It seems barely an exaggeration to say that Arab and Muslim Americans 

are constantly talked about but almost never heard from. The problem is 

not that they lack representations but that they have too many. And these 

are all abstractions. Arabs and Muslims have become a foreign-policy 

issue, an argument on the domestic agenda, a law-enforcement priority, 

and a point of well-meaning concern. They appear as shadowy characters 

on terror television shows, have become objects of sociological inquiry, 

and get paraded around as puppets for public diplomacyéThey are 

floating everywhere in the virtual landscape of the national imagination, 

as either villains of Islam or victims of Arab culture. 
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